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they stand. When of large size, they present a very weird and bizarre appearance, and, when arranged closely together, may render the passage across a surface on which they stand difficult or impossible.
They occur in the great majority, if not in all cases, at altitudes at which the temperature at night falls below the freezing-point. We have seen them at altitudes of from 15,000 to over 20,600 feet. They also occur in localities, where plentiful snow* fall during the winter is succeeded by a continued period of fine weather lasting several weeks during the summer* In stormy summers with repeated snow-storms they are not formed.
In view of these circumstances, as well as of the appearance of the projections themselves, most observers agree that nieve penitente results from the unequal melting of the snow and ice, portions of which disappear under the application of heat, and other portions remain in the form of pinnacles; and that the chief agent in the melting-process is the sun, though observation also shows that heat contained in clouds and air plays an important rdle* When, however, we come to the question, why heat should melt snow and ice in this unequal manner, we find